At one high school, more of its students than ever before have been caught cheating on their homework assignments. For example, many students have asked other students to provide them with answers for assignments. The school is considering making a change to help decrease the number of students who cheat on homework. Which one of the following actions do you think will be most effective and why?

· Asking parents to monitor their children as they do their homework and confirm that their children have not cheated

· Increasing the penalty (punishment) for cheating

· asking teachers to create homework assignments that will make it more difficult for students to cheat

Without the shadow of doubt, the amorality of cheating is widely acknowledged by everyone. However, there are lots of students who, in spite of being acquainted with the undesirability of cheating, still keep on doing that. The controversial question is, how is it possible to eradicate or at least minimize student’s cheating from the educational system? I believe that in order to prevent students from cheating it would be better if teachers organize the assignments in a way that makes it arduous for the students to cheat. 


First of all, if students are given different assignments even if they intend to cheat and use their classmates’ homework, they cannot make a pure copy of it. This means they will be compelled to read and learn from their classmates’ assignments instead of copying. By doing this, students may even be keen to work together and make contributions, therefore not only they may stop cheating, but also they will learn group work, which helps them a lot in their future work. As a case in point, during my high-school time we had weekly chemistry assignments to do, while one of my friends and I were cardinally weak at chemistry, had we not submitted our homework, we would have lost the score and even fail the course. Besides, we couldn’t copy from others' assignments since a distinct task was assigned to each student, so we decided to study together and help each other, and finally, we succeeded to do the assignments as well as attaining an improvement in our understanding of chemistry.

Secondly, as far as I’m concerned, the mentioned options like increasing the penalty or asking the parents to monitor their children assignments doesn’t make sense. I believe increasing the penalty not only doesn’t impede the students’ cheating, but also they will try to find a professional way to make their cheating undetectable. Additionally, asking the parents to monitor their children homework is not wise, since parents cannot allocate their whole time to control what their children do and even If they do so, in my opinion using force to stop the children from doing a bad habit may work just for a short period. I believe that bad habits such as cheating must be replaced with the good ones like learning the group work, which will prolong for a further period of time.

As we all know, cheating is destructive for self-flourish, and every student must be convinced that they should not do that even if there is no punishment or no monitoring. In my opinion, it would be better if the teacher gives the students different assignments which make it difficult or even impossible for the students to cheat and persuade the students to do their assignments together, so they learn group work and their bad habit of cheating will be replaced with a good one.
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