Topic: The data from a survey of high school math and science teachers show that in the district of Sanlee many of these teachers reported assigning daily homework, whereas in the district of Marlee, most science and math teachers reported assigning homework no more than two or three days per week. Despite receiving less frequent homework assignments, Marlee students earn better grades overall and are less likely to be required to repeat a year of school than are students in Sanlee. These results call into question the usefulness of frequent homework assignments. Most likely the Marlee students have more time to concentrate on individual assignments than do the Sanlee students who have homework every day. Therefore, teachers in our high schools should assign homework no more than twice a week.
The writer of the argument recommends that teachers in our high schools should not assign homework more than twice a week; however, this recommendation cannot be accepted as it is because it rests upon a number of premises all of which can be questioned.
The first problem with the argument is that the writer refers to a study but does not mention how many teachers participated in that. In general, in research studies the greater the number of people in the sample, the more reliable and valid the findings are. Maybe in this study among a lot of teachers of Sanlee and Marlee high schools, only 15 teachers took part; hence, the findings of such a study neither valid nor reliable due to its small size of the sample. Even if it is assumed that enough teachers participated in this study, there is still another problem with the sample. Maybe the target population of the research was all of the high school years, but this study only considered the high school senior year. As a result, the findings of such a study cannot be generalized to a target population.
The second problem with the argument is that the writer assumes that because Marlee students earn better grades overall and rarely need to repeat a year of school, they do better than students of Sanlee high schools. Maybe the teachers of the Sanlee high schools are strict compared to the teachers of the Marlee high schools. In other words, Sanlee teachers are somehow economical with scores. Although Sanlee students learn more than Marlee students, their grades were lower compared to Marlee students because their teachers are strict. Therefore, the overall grades of students do not indicate the knowledge of them.
The third problem with the argument is that the writer assumes that Marlee students have more time to concentrate on individual assignments than Sanlee students. However, there is no evidence to prove that Manlee students spend their extra time to concentrate on individual assignments. Maybe they waste their extra time on other activities, such as working, sleeping, helping their parents, exercising, and so forth. In fact, their extra time is not used for study activities, so they do weaker compared to Sanlee students.
In the final analysis, the writer's recommendation cannot be taken to be correct because it depends on a number of assumptions each of which is questionable, as it is shown in the body paragraphs above. This recommendation only can be accepted if the weaknesses of these assumptions are removed.
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