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It is sometimes stated that competition for achieving better grades can intensively harm the quality of education at any given level of studying. There might exist some proponents who consider this point of view totally acceptable and believe that competition should be confined or removed as much as possible. However, as far as I am concerned, not only does competition not abate the quality of education, but also it can help it to be boosted. As a matter of fact, competition can motivate students to be diligent and perseverance and it can also nurture students’ creativity and innovation.

First off, competition can provide students with a condition that makes them motivated. By motivation, we mean students need a decent impetus to try hard and to be perseverance in order to fulfill their ambitions. Although, there are few students that can motivate themselves by being interested in pure science, the majority of students are reluctant to study scientific materials solely in order to get familiar with new scientific discoveries an broaden their scientific horizons. In this case, the incentive, which is required to push students forward, can be generated by producing competition among students. It is axiomatic that humans’ intrinsic nature makes them to be inclined to surpass others and be the best in their field of interest. Competition is one of  the most appropriate approaches, which can improve students’ abilities. The results of a survey, conducted by the University of Tehran in Iran, have shown that competition can create a motivation, that is able to encourage students to study diligently and to acquire better understanding of their courses materials.

Another benefit of a competitive atmosphere in an academic environment is the fact that this competition can inspire creativity and innovation among students. Despite their seemingly differences competition and creativity have many features in common. In fact, many creative solutions to problems have been created by the fact that competition made them inspired. Having been encouraged by the competitive atmosphere of an academic environment, many students strive to find more creative and consequently more desirable solutions for scientific problems. A good example of innovation, inspired an encouraged by competition, is the production of new technological devices, that are created and designed to provide competitive advantage. Although this example is more related to the work an occupation environment, it can be applied in an academic environment as well. This is due to the fact the experts, who are engaged in producing new electronic devices, were students once, who learned how to compete in a healthy manner in school and now they are employing their knowledge.

However, despite its numerous benefits, competition can indeed harm the quality of education if it is not applied meticulously. This is because competition can be divided into two categories: constructive and destructive. As it was stated, constructive competition can be advantageous in many aspects of education; however, destructive competition can have deleterious effects on the quality of education. In reality, this kind of competition can be seen among students who are jealous of others’ achievements. These students can ignore morality and make use of immoral approaches in order to be the winners of a competition and in this way the competition can become unhealthy. The precise and well-defined academic regulations can prevent these circumstances from being happened.

In conclusion, although competition can be beneficial for students by providing them with motivation and inspiring them to be more creative, it can damage the quality of education if it is not defined precisely. To benefit from its constructive effects an avoid destructive ones, some strict regulations should define healthy competition.                   
