The following is part of a memorandum from the president of Humana University.
“Last year the number of students who enrolled in online degree programs offered by nearby Omni University increased by 50 percent. During the same year, Omni showed a significant decrease from prior years in expenditures for dormitory and classroom space, most likely because instruction in the online programs takes place via the Internet. In contrast, over the past three years, enrollment at Humana University has failed to grow, and the cost of maintaining buildings has increased along with our budget deficit. To address these problems, Humana University will begin immediately to create and actively promote online degree programs like those at Omni. We predict that instituting these online degree programs will help Humana both increase its total enrollment and solve its budget problems.”

The president of Humana University concludes that increasing total enrollment and the budget problem of the university will be solved by establishing the online degree programs; however, this conclusion cannot be accepted as it is in that it rests a number of assumptions all of which can be controversial in one or other ways.
The first problem with the argument is that the writer assumes that reduction in consumption of dormitories and classroom spaces are because of online degree programs. Actually there is no evidence to support this statement. For example, maybe the facilities of the dormitories were not sufficient and could not satisfy the students to use anymore, so they changed their dormitory. Or maybe the university had increased the practical program which took place in laboratories or atelier and the use of classrooms decreased. 
The other problem is that the writer states decreasing in enrollment of students in Humana University had negative consequences, such as increase costs as of maintaining buildings and budget deficits, but there is no evidence to defiantly prove that this is the case. For example, maybe the increase of building's antiquity of the university demanding more maintenance, such as rebuilding, painting and plastering. Or maybe the budget deficit is because of hiring new teachers with high income or maybe they appropriate part of budget for equipping the laboratories of university. Moreover, this compete is not valid because the writer competes the last year condition of Omni university with the over the past three years of Humana University and maybe the condition of universities changed in each year and the evidences were not proving the statement. 
A third problem is that there is no guarantee that by online degree program all the problems of the university will be solved, and maybe the costs of providing the internet and connection application be a waste of money which can increase the budget deficit problem. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Another problem is that the writer assumes that the Humana University is identical to Omni university in all respects. However, the students and the courses of each of which might be different. For example, maybe the programs in Humana university do not have the potential of online courses or maybe the students of Humana do not want to participate in online courses.
In the final analysis, the president of Humana University's conclusion cannot be taken to be correct because, as it was shown in the body paragraphs above, it depends on a number of premises each of which is questionable. The conclusion can only be accepted if the weakness already referred to are all removed.            
