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The reading claims that by examining the fossils of agnostides which were extinct marines, it was concluded that they were primitive arthropods and several theories have been considered about their behavior and habitat. However, the lecturer finds all the ideas dubious and refute them all. 
The author argues that as agnostides are assumed as one type of primitive arthropods, they might have acted similarly and preyed on available small organisms in the ancient ocean by swimming freely in order to hunt them easily. Conversely, the lecturer brings up the idea that although arthropods tract the preys readily by the aid of their large and well-developed eyes, this fact could have not been true for agnostides as they only possessed tiny – poorly eyes and were almost blind. Therefore, it is not reasonable that they were predators. Otherwise, these types of animals may have required sensory organs to chase small organisms. On the other hand, agnostides fossils reveal no evidence about their existence. As a result, this theory will be ruled out. 
Furthermore, the reading passage holds the view that analogous to primitive arthropods that dwelled on the seafloors, agnostides might have lived in a similar habitat and fed on dead organisms and bacteria. On the contrary, the professor underlines the fact that agnostides could not have been seafloor animals as seafloor dwellers usually do not have the capability to move very fast and far, are localized in a specific area, and occupies geographic territory when they first originated in. Nevertheless, agnostides that live in multiple geographic areas and spread through large distances, must have moved very fast and far to hunt their preys. Consequently, regarding to the above-mentioned features, they could have not been primitive arthropods.
Finally, the reading asserts that comparable to available modern-day arthropod parasites like fleas, ticks, and mites, that their lives strongly depend on other animals, agnostides might have followed the same behavior. In contrast, the speaker dismisses this issue due to the fact that the population of agnostides has been presumed to be high as a vast number of their fossils have been excavated until now. Besides, he believed that host animals were limited in size, and if agnostides had lived on primitive fish or other larger arthropods, they would have been killed thoroughly by then. Accordingly, the professor believes that this assumption may not be valid, too.
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