[bookmark: _GoBack]9.2. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?
It was easier to achieve success in the past than it is today.

Throughout history, human beings have been in pursuit of achievement. By and large, being successful is affected by several factors, and its degree of difficulty is variable from one period to another. Some people hold the view that achieving success has undoubtedly been more comfortable in the past than today; on the contrary, in my opinion, it has become more accessible today. I will state my explanations for this viewpoint in the following paragraphs.
First and foremost, success is more likely to be achieved when people are engaged in something they are talented, which is happening these days more in comparison to the past. In fact, many successes are attributed to one's aptitude. For example, if someone shows a natural ability for teaching, his/her chance of accomplishment in that career increases. While people usually had some limited options to follow in the past and had to opt for one of them regardless of their skills and abilities, today's people are able to be involved in activities they show talent and are interested in. Nowadays, owing to the advancements of the educational system, individuals' natural capabilities are discovered at a low age. For instance, when students can paint beautifully and skillfully, they are directed towards being a painter; similarly, if they have an aptitude for writing, they are directed towards being a writer. On the other hand, in the past, some specific sciences were regarded as certain majors followed by people, such as engineering and medicine. 
Aside from talent, being successful entails having the required knowledge, including theoretical and practical knowledge. There might have been some individuals in the past whose abilities were known, but they had limited access to essential resources to cultivate their talents. For example, people only were going to school or university in the past; however, today, additional resources are available. In this regard, internet technology is of crucial importance because it makes the appearance of social media and web-based training possible, which provides people with low-cost training. Moreover, there are various technical classes everywhere, even in villages, to receive practical knowledge regarding their work. As a case in point, one interested in fashion design can follow some training channels on YouTube and attend some classes to learn action-based knowledge. This possibility has not been available in the past; however, in recent years, some facilities such as the advent of technology and the development of the transportation system have made it feasible. As a result, these days, the availability of needed information and training besides distinguishing individual abilities helps people's attempts lead in success straightforwardly than past years.
In conclusion, considering the points mentioned above, today, achieving success has become more manageable than in the past. Not only are people moving in the correct route based on identified capabilities, but they also are provided with opportunities to receive invaluable information in order to succeed in their interested field.
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