The passage and the lecturer argue over methods which could be used for solving the problem of declining frog populations, which has serious consequences. The writer states three methods to prevent this problem. However, the professor casts doubt on each of the methods which are mentioned in the passage.
Firstly, the author posits that pesticides which are being used by farmers harm frogs after entering their bodies by attacking their nervous system. As a result, farmers should be prohibited from using pesticides because of their harmful effects. On the other hand, the speaker asserts that preventing farmers from using pesticides is not economically practical. If they follow the rule which says they should not use pesticides, they will have lower yields than competing farmers. This rule will have very severe disadvantages for farmers because they lose their crops because of not using pesticides.
Secondly, the writer of the passage avers that a fungus which has spread around the world, causes the skin of the frogs become thicker. Therefore, infected frogs die from dehydration because they can not absorb water through their skin. The passage says that antifungal treatments could be applied to frog populations to prevent them from infection. Conversely, the writer of the passage avers that If these treatments applied to frogs, each of the frogs should be captured and should be treated individually. Moreover, it should be applied to each generation because these treatments will not prevent the fungus from passing through their skin. Furthermore, it is not only impossible but also expensive and complicated.
Finally, the text points out that frog populations are declining because humans threaten their habitats by their activities such as excessive use of water or the draining of wetlands. Hence, key water habitats should be protected. In contrast, the speaker claims that global warming is much more effective than humans' activities in disappearing water. If humans prevented from using water in these key areas, it would not change the situation of frog habitats.
