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The reading claims that according remained Agnostid’s fossils, paleontologists present three uncertain theories in order to explain how Agnostids lived and what they ate. However, the lecturer finds all the ideas mentioned by the reading passage dubious and presents some evidence to refute them all.
The author argues that Agnostids were free-swimming predators that hunt smaller organisms and used them as source of food. Conversely, the lecturer brings up the idea that this reason is highly questionable due to the fact that other type of swimming predators in the ocean have large developed eyes to track their preys. Not only Agnostids had undeveloped eyes, but also they were sometimes completely blind. If they could follow their preys, they had to have some special sensory organs in order to help them follow the preys. Unfortunately, there are no evidences in fossils to approve this idea.
Furthermore, the reading passage holds the view that Agnostids lived on the seafloor and feed on dead organisms and bacteria. On the contrary, the professor plays up the idea that species which live on seafloor can’t move fast and far, so they inhabit in localized area. According the fossils that have been found in large areas, Agnostids could move fast had spread across a large area which is against of seafloor animal’s characteristic.
Finally, the reading states that Agnostids might be parasites as there are many similar modern species that live in this way. The professor dismisses this reason due to the fact that parasites population is not large and they have certain limit on growing their population. The host’s organisms -in which parasites live- would die as a result of great population of parasites. Remained fossils show that Agnostids were live in large groups and refute that idea they were parasites.
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