The data from a survey of high school math and science teachers show that in the district of Sanlee many of these teachers reported assigning daily homework, whereas in the district of Marlee, most science and math teachers reported assigning homework no more than two or three days per week. Despite receiving less frequent homework assignments, Marlee students earn better grades overall and are less likely to be required to repeat a year of school than are students in Sanlee. These results call into question the usefulness of frequent homework assignments. Most likely the Marlee students have more time to concentrate on individual assignments than do the Sanlee students who have homework every day. Therefore, teachers in our high schools should assign homework no more than twice a week.
Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.
The writer of the argument concludes that a survey in the area of Sanlee indicated that the teachers in Sanlee high schools reported should assign homework no more than twice a week because of the high schools in the area of Marlee, which give students two or three days per week, achieve better grades. However, this conclusion cannot be accepted as it is in that it rests on a number of premises, all of which can be challenged in one way or another. 
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The first problem with the argument is that the writer assumes that Marlee high school students achieve high scores. However, there is no evidence to prove that students' assessment is a suitable parameter because maybe the background of these students in math and science is strong. The teachers no need to give them more exercise every day, and with twice or three times per week, they will understand the concept of their courses; moreover, maybe the sample of classes wasn't adequate because perhaps teacher's election of classes is not enough for asses, and give average scores of those students that have the high background and ignore some classes in other schools which hasn't enough knowledge in their course.
Another problem with the argument is that the writer assumes that Marlee students have more time to concentrate on individual assignments than do the Sanlee students who have homework every day. However, there is no evidence to prove that Marlee students have more time to study. Maybe Marlee students have extra classes after high school, which they should go to some classes for improvement of; those classes that should pass in their school and have a strong opponent with those students. Students have more assignments by attending extra classes related to the same courses in their high school, which improves their knowledge about their course. Therefore, students in Marlee students take number A scores in that area.

In the final analysis, the writer's recommendation cannot be taken to be correct because, as shown in the body paragraph above, it depends on a number of assumptions, each of which is questionable. The recommendation can only be accepted if the weakness already refereed to are all removed.



