
Introduction to the GRE Test Format

I. Test Components

A. Writing (1 Section)

B.    Verbal (2 Sections)

C.    Quantitative ( 2 Sections)

II. Test Section Sequence

A. Writing (issue) + Verbal + Quantitative + Verbal + Quantitative

B. Writing (issue) + Quantitative + Verbal + Quantitative + Verbal 



TimeTasks/ Questions

30 mins1 essay tasksAnalytical Writing

18 mins12 questionsVerbal Reasoning Section 1

23 mins15 questionsVerbal Reasoning Section 2

21 mins12 questionsQuantitiative Reasoning Section 1

26 mins15 questionsVerbal Reasoning Section 2

1 hour, 58 minsTotal



I. WRITING

Issue (30 minutes/ 350 to 400 words) 

In any situation, progress requires discussion among people who have 

contrasting points of view.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or

disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position

you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should

consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and

explain how these considerations shape your position.



II. VERBAL

I. Verbal 1 ( 12 questions/ 18 Minutes)

A. Vocabulary Questions (6 questions)

B.   Reading and Critical Reasoning ( 6 questions)

II. Verbal 2 ( 15 questions/ 23 Minutes)

A.Vocabulary Questions (8 questions)

B.Reading and Critical Reasoning ( 7 questions)



II. Quantitative

I. Quantitative 1 ( 12 questions/ 21 Minutes)

 Arithmetic – Algebra – Geometry – Data Analysis

II. Quantitative 2 ( 15 questions/ 26 Minutes)

 Arithmetic – Algebra – Geometry – Data Analysis



Scoring

I.   Writing Score:  0 to 6

II.  Verbal:              130 – 170

III. Quantitative:   130 – 170

Test Score Interpretation

I.    Writing: 1 to 2.5 (Weak)                     3 to 3.5   (Minimally acceptable)        4 and over (Good to excellent)

II.   Verbal:  130 -140 ( Weak)                  140 -150 (Minimally acceptable)        151 to 170  (Good to excellent)  

III. Quantitative: 130 -140 (Weak)          140 -150 (Minimally acceptable)        151 to 170  (Good to excellent)

Minimum acceptable score: 300 Total 

Most Wanted Score:              320 Total

Verbal: 70%

Quant:  80%

GRE Percentile Rank versus Scaled Scores






